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ONE People's Campaign is an independent organization committed to winning racial, gender 
and economic justice. We accomplish this through year-round community engagement, 
advancing progressive policies, and strategizing together between Chicago, Central and 
Southern Illinois. 
  
In order to better inform our members about the candidates running for office, ONE People’s 
Campaign asks each candidate seeking endorsement to respond to the following questionnaire. 
Thank you for taking the time to complete this questionnaire.  For each of the questions below, 
please reference specific policy changes you will advance if elected.  Please feel free to use 
additional paper if necessary. 
  
  
Candidate Name:  ___Betsy Dirksen Londrigan_____________   Office:  __U.S. House, IL-13_______ 

  

Campaign Contact and Title: 

(Please specify the person we should contact with any questions concerning this questionnaire and to 

interview the candidate if necessary for our endorsement.) 

_Kate Martucci, Political Director ____________ 

  

Address: _Betsy Dirksen Londrigan for Congress, PO Box 275 Springfield, IL 62705 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

  

Phone: (412) 398-9827  Fax: ____________________________ 

  

Email:__ Kate@BetsyDirksenLondrigan.com __________ 

  

Previous elected office(s), if any: 

__N/A____________________________________________________________________________ 

  

Candidate web page/Facebook/Twitter information etc.: 

Betsy Dirksen Londrigan for Congress: Website 

Betsy Dirksen Londrigan for Congress: Facebook 

Betsy Dirksen Londrigan for Congress: Twitter 

  

  

Name of Campaign Manager (indicate “same” if same as Campaign Contact): Emma Brown, 

Emma@BetsyDirksenLondrigan.com 

______________________________________________________________________ 

https://www.betsydirksenlondrigan.com/
https://www.facebook.com/BetsyDirksenLondrigan
https://twitter.com/betsyforil?lang=en


  
1. Candidate Background and Priorities 
  

1. Briefly describe your top priorities and how you will make changes in real people’s lives if 
you are elected. 

1. My top priorities are: 
1. Improving our health care system because I believe that nobody should 

lose someone they love because they can’t afford the medical bills, 
prescription drugs, or the preventative care that they need. 

2. Promoting job creation that gives people good paying jobs, not just more 
jobs and a way that we can provide folks with job (re)training programs 
and continuing education. 

3. Whether it’s an apprenticeship program, 2-year associate’s degree, or 
4-year college or university, we need affordable education options 
available so that students and their extended families are not buried in 
debt right out of the gate. 

  
1. Briefly tell us your story and describe why you are running for office. 

a.     The reason I got into this race over a year ago is because health care is incredibly 
personal to me. In 2009 my oldest son, Jack, suffered a rare life-threatening illness which 
resulted in mountains of medical bills that would have bankrupt my family if not for our health 
insurance. When I saw our current Congressman with his colleagues on the White House lawn 
celebrating taking health care away from thousands of people in our district and millions across 
the country when the AHCA passed the House, I knew I had to run for office. I’m fighting for 
quality affordable access to health care coverage, for hardworking families who need real tax 
reform, not the Tax Scam that was passed last December, for good paying jobs, not more jobs, 
and to protect our Social Security and Medicare from being cut. 
  
  

1. What do you think the role of government is or ought to be? 
1. The role of the U.S. House, first and foremost is representation, which is what 

we’ve been sorely lacking for the past nearly 6 years because of our current 
Congressman. I am no stranger to compromise, but the AHCA, the Tax Scam, 
and cuts to Medicare and proposed cuts to our earned benefits is unacceptable. 
We need representatives who are beholden to the hardworking families that they 
represent, not special interests, corporations, or the extremely wealthy. In order 
for our government to function, all voices must be heard, not just the ones who 
can ‘afford’ to be. 

  
1. ONE People’s Campaign believes our government must be by and for the people and 

we seek a close, collaborative relationship with every candidate we endorse.  Please 
describe specifically how you plan to directly involve your constituents and ONE 
People’s Campaign in governing if you are elected. 



1. If elected, one of my top priorities will be to stay in constant contact with state 
and local officials as well as consistently be updated about what is happening 
over this large 14 county district through office hours, email/phone feedback, 
social media, etc. I have already committed through the Town Hall Project to hold 
at least one town hall per quarter that is free and open to the public and I have 
also held to that commitment throughout my campaign. During the primary 
election, I engaged in at least 20 open forums or debates and since we’ve started 
the general election, I have held an open and free town hall in all of the 14 
counties that the 13th District covers. A funny thing happens when you stand in 
front of people and ask what they’re thinking: They tell you and I’m looking 
forward to listening. 

  
1. Why do you want ONE People’s Campaign’s endorsement? 

1. The reach and insight of ONE People’s Campaign to leaders in communities 
across this district is extremely important to me. The issues that ONE People’s 
Campaign champion, like ending societal systems of oppression, and fighting for 
economic justice with respect to gender and race run parallel with my own. I 
would be proud to have your support, and would look forward to interacting with 
you on a year-round basis, if elected. 

  
  
2. Core Values 
  

1. How will you advance racial and gender justice if you are elected? 
1. During my campaign, I have held several meetings with stakeholders in the 

Minority Community so that we could have an honest conversation about ways 
we can work together to find solutions unique to them. The topics included 
criminal justice reform, child care and living costs, employment challenges, white 
privilege, amongst others. With respect to gender, I’m proud to have been 
endorsed by EMILY’s List, Human Rights Campaign, Equality PAC, Off the 
Sidelines, Planned Parenthood, Feminist Majority PAC, and the National 
Organization for Women because I believe that every issue is a women’s issue. I 
also am committed to being a strong ally to the LGBTQIA+ Community because 
the fight for social and economic justice is one that we’ll need to fight together. 

  
1. How will you work to create an economy that puts people and planet before profits if you 

are elected? 
1. We need to implement real tax reform that benefits hardworking families, 

prioritizing the middle class, spurring 
  

1. Corporate profits and wealth inequality have reached historic highs.  How will you ensure 
that corporations and the wealthy pay their fair share? 



1. There is no doubt that corporations need to pay their fair share, which is why our 
tax system needs to stop subsidizing them. There also needs to be a process 
where they re-file their paperwork here in the United States, rather than abroad to 
utilize the current tax loophole. 

  
1. Under what circumstances, if any, would you vote in favor of privatization and/or 

contracting out existing federal services? 
1. I would like to see the specific legislation, but I would have to be overwhelmingly 

convinced that it was a good idea, and at present, I do not. 
  

1. True democracy means that everyone has an equal voice, an equal vote and our 
government works to encourage voter participation, not suppress it.  How will you work 
to remove barriers to voting if elected?  Please specifically reference your positions on 
automatic registration, early voting, mail-in voting and voter ID requirements. 

1. Most of these laws are left up to the states, but I would be an advocate for early 
voting, against voter ID laws, and promoting the fact that everyone has the right 
to vote. 

  
1. ONE People’s Campaign believes that elections should be won by ideas, not bought 

with shady contributions from big corporations and wealthy donors.  How will you work to 
ensure that money does not dominate elections? 

1. I’m proud to be endorsed by End Citizens United, which is working with 
candidates and incumbents to get dark money out of politics. I’m looking forward 
to sharing their workload, if elected. 

  
  
3. Revenue 
  

1. Will you work to ensure that our federal budget is well funded through progressive 
taxation policies to ensure that the social safety net is strengthened and secured? 

1. I would like to implement real tax reform to replace the Tax Scam that was signed 
into law in December of 2017. Top-down economics has been proven to not work 
time and time again, this was no different. The fact that my opponent is saying 
that constituents are going on vacation with the ‘up to $2,000’ that they received 
in a tax break is not only untrue, but very few ever saw anything extra hit their 
bank accounts. 

  
1. Our federal tax code currently transfers wealth from working and middle class people to 

the already very wealthy. How will you change the tax code so that it reduces economic 
inequality? 

1. The tax code needs to raise the caps on Social Security and Medicare payments 
so the extremely wealthy pay their fair share into the earned benefits program, 
and we also need to get rid of the Cadillac Tax. 



2. We need to bring corporation filings home to the U.S. so that the corporate tax 
loophole is closed. 

3. The recent tax law has exploded the national debt, setting the stage for cuts to 
Social Security and Medicare, while corporations are receiving record giveaways 
that they aren’t using to create more jobs- they’ve been using the money for 
stock buybacks and bonuses. 

  
4. Climate and the Environment 
  

1. What is your plan to support the transition to renewable energy? How will you ensure 
that working class people and people of color have a fair access to renewable energy 
and the green jobs it creates? 

1. I’m proud to be endorsed by the League of Conservation Voters and Sierra Club 
as well as a number of Labor Unions. We need both sides of the table to work 
together so that we can adequately prepare for the jobs of the future. We need 
job training programs that mirror, for example, what Calvin Pitts is doing with the 
training center here in Springfield. He’s working with young people of color to get 
them ready for the solar jobs that will hit central Illinois soon. I’ve heard in union 
halls that green energy isn’t actually coming, but I’m looking forward to 
communicating how we can get these jobs and how we can get folks trained and 
put to work in these 21st Century jobs that are coming down the pike. 

  
1. What is your plan to ensure that everyone has access to clean, affordable public water 

and what will you do to address water contamination? 
1. We need to prevent this situation from every happening again by investing in our 

infrastructure. Infrastructure, isn’t just roads and bridges- it’s our waterways and 
our pipes. We can’t just sit by the wayside and let this happen; it’s not 
acceptable. 

  
  
5. Education 
  

1. Do you support free public higher education that includes undocumented students and 
students with past convictions, and that covers living expenses for low-income students? 
If so, what would you do to advance this idea in office? 

1. I would have to review this specific legislation, but I am absolutely behind lowing 
the overall costs of college education down. Students need to be able to 
refinance their student loans at a lower rate, we need to take a look at 
administrative costs and how we can streamline those processes, we need to 
rethink how we can get schools and students to both have skin in the game like 

  
1. What measures would you support to eliminate or forgive student debt? 



1. We need to make college more affordable right out of the gate and I have a few 
ideas on how to do that. When we single out student loans, we can’t have 
families and young people bear the significant burden of skyrocketing interest 
rates. Student loans need to be able to be refinanced at lower rates. We should 
also look at schools having skin in the game for their graduates becoming 
gainfully employed. One of the processes that would accomplish this is the recent 
graduate/employee would agree to send a percentage of their paycheck to pay 
off their student loans. This way, the monthly payment would be in the context of 
their paycheck, rather than as monthly payment determined by the principal of 
the loan. We need to look at the system of college education as a whole in order 
to determine how to make students- young & older- the most successful both in 
employment and financially so that they become economic drivers and sources of 
good for our communities. 

  
1. How would you address the increasing problem of separate and unequal schools in our 

K-12 education system? 
a. After many meetings with educators, and having formerly been a middle school 

teacher in Baltimore, MD for two years, I am no stranger to the disparities 
between schools. We can start with stopping the over-testing of our kids and then 
move on to making sure that the funding is there for schools that are 
economically at a disadvantage from the get-go. Because public schools are 
funded primarily from local taxes, neighborhoods who don’t have a stable or 
median tax base are immediately behind the starting gate and we need to find a 
way to fix that. 
It would also be helpful to have a Secretary of Education who actually believed in 
the station. As long as Betsy DeVos- someone who has done more harm than 
good to public education in her home state of Michigan and who has publicly 
stated that she (at the time of the interview) did not visit underperforming 
schools- in that chair, we have someone who deliberately undermining the public 
education system and this cannot stand. 

  
1. What is your plan to address the school-to-prison pipeline if elected? 

a. The school to prison pipeline as well as recidivism absolutely needs to be 
addressed, in the 13th District and across the country. When I had meetings with 
former prison guards, law enforcement officials, and community leaders, they 
were all feeling the strain. One suggestion, specifically how the community 
leaders were addressing this with their youth was the 3 E’s: Education, 
Employment, and Entrepreneurship. We need programs and people who can 
bolster the sense of community to keep kids out of jail and recent offenders from 
committing crimes- I’m looking forward to working with the community leaders 
and officials on getting involved and continuously updated. 

  



1. Do you support the expansion of charter schools and voucher programs? If yes, how 
would you ensure that public schools remain fully funded and all schools that receive 
taxpayer dollars are transparent and accountable? If no, what will you do to stop the 
expansion of charters and vouchers? 

a. First and foremost, I believe in the first option should be public education. If there 
are going to be charter schools (there are a few public charter schools here in the 
13th) the educators and support staff need to be permitted to collectively bargain 
and the schools need to be held to the same standards as public schools do. 
 

6. Health Care 
  

1. Do you believe healthcare is a right for all people in our country, one that should be 
provided through a publicly-run and funded program that is accountable to the people? 

a. I believe that health care is a right and we need to work on the next steps to 
make it affordable, accessible, and high quality for everyone. 

  
1. How will you work to improve health care if elected? 

a. We need to first stop the chipping away of the ACA. The attacks that we’ve seen 
recently to the pre-existing condition protections are unacceptable. What I want 
to do is to secure the protections that the ACA put in place and then expand 
Medicare to offer a Public Option that families and individuals can buy in to. This 
Option will act as a measuring stick in both price and quality of care, once it’s 
introduced into the marketplace, bringing costs down and quality up. In many 
areas here in the 13th, we’ve seen insurance providers leave, whittling down the 
choices of coverage to sometimes one option. This doesn’t benefit anyone’s 
bottom line but the insurance companies and it can be fixed by introducing a 
Public Option. We also need to allow Medicare to bargain for prescription drug 
prices. Big Pharma only has an interest in my opponent being re-elected so he 
can keep voting to expand their bottom line- that’s not how the process of 
government should work. Seniors should also not be forgotten when we’re talking 
about health care. Family caretaker funding needs to be secured and we need to 
do what we can to see to it that our elderly can retire and be taken care of with 
dignity at an affordable price that doesn’t leave them destitute in a few years. 
They’ve worked hard their entire lives and they deserve to be given care that is 
more than adequate. 

  
1. How will you work to address the opioid crisis if elected? 

a. My belief is that we need treatment options for those who are struggling with their 
sobriety. I have spoken with many families and individuals who have experienced 
this themselves or a member of their family or close friend who has. We need 
effective and accessible treatment options and you can’t get that behind bars. We 
need to rethink how we’re addressing this issue across the country, so that 
people who are struggling can get the support and skills that they need so that 



they can maintain their sobriety. I want folks to know that I believe that being in 
recovery doesn’t mean you’re a victim, it means that you’re making a decision, 
every day or every hour or every minute, to have agency and power over this 
disease. We also need to support our local law enforcement agencies through 
education and treat them with the understanding that they’ve been the frontlines 
of the opioid crisis for over a decade. Many officers have had to be the ones who 
deliver the lifesaving dose of Narcan, and have saved lives. They need to be at 
the table when we’re having these conversations, too. 

  
1. How will you prioritize and champion fully funded mental health services? 

a. In many cases, mental health services are the first service to get cut or a lot of 
times, it’s not covered in base health care plans. Mental health is just as 
important as physical health and can even have an impact on it- just like a 
diabetic needs insulin, someone who is severely depressed needs treatment that 
should be determined between themselves and their doctor. I look forward to 
fighting for those services, if elected. 
 

2. In our community, we know that access to mental healthcare can vary dependent on the 
identities a person holds. How would you ensure and champion equal access to mental 
health services for people of color, women and LGBTQ people? 

a. We can start by taking a close look at what is already available and build on top 
of it. Just like pre-existing conditions don’t pick political parties, mental health 
issues don’t choose one person over another. We need to make sure there’s 
equal access to services and that the providers equally distribute their advice, no 
matter a person’s race, gender, or gender or sexual identity. 

  
1. Do you support Improved Medicare for All? If so, what work will you do to win passage of 

the legislation? 
a. I support the introduction of a Public Option by expanding Medicare. I believe this 

would be a productive next step towards making sure that affordable, quality 
health care coverage is available to everyone. 

  
7. Criminal Justice & Immigration 
  

1. How would you work to reduce incarceration and address systemic inequality and 
violence within our criminal justice system including in policing and in the courts? 

a. We need to stand up and be vocal when we know something is wrong- which I 
look forward to doing as a Representative. I will not sit in complicit silence when 
there is a wrong that needs to be righted. 
 

1. What steps are you willing to take to ensure that the communities of color who have 
borne the brunt of police violence and mass incarceration get investment to heal and 
rebuild? 



a. I believe that an involved representative who is willing to listen and become 
educated and be updated is the best way to start. We need to continue to build 
our communities, in both feeling and involvement and that is one way that OPC 
would be helpful- keeping that line of communication open- and I’m planning on 
doing the same with community leaders. 

  
1. What are your core beliefs on immigration policy? How do you implement these core 

beliefs if elected? 
a. First, we should admit that both parties have failed to fix this issue, and we’re all tired of                  

playing politics with this important issue. I believe that separating children from their             
parents, as well as keeping people in cages, is fundamentally un-American. I also believe              
that national security is a critical part of the federal government’s role, and that border               
protection is an integral part of that responsibility. To increase border security, we could              
consider better coordination with Mexico, as well as leveraging technology like cameras            
and aerial and underground sensors.  
 
We need to take the critical step of formalizing a pathway to citizenship. It should be a                 
national program with clear, permanent benchmarks and requirements, so millions of           
undocumented people can pay taxes in the country where they now live.  

  
1. Do you support an immigrant protection policy? 

a. Yes, our Constitution declares the right of due process and equal protection, 
which should be expanded to immigrants. ACLU Link 

  
1. Police misconduct issues across the country have cost countless lives and countless 

dollars. What will you do as a federal lawmaker to reduce police misconduct across the 
state and country? Will you commit to reducing obstacles to police reform if obstacles 
are found in federal legislation? How will you champion police reform? 

  
  
8. Housing 
  

1. Please specifically describe how you will work to expand quality affordable housing, 
repair the communities who’ve been harmed, build and improve public housing, regulate 
banks and the private market and work to prevent a future housing crisis? 

1. We need to reform the system that put us into this difficulty in the first place. 
Whether we’re talking about the housing market crash that led to the recession or 
gentrification….we need to be aware of these dynamics and work on them on all 
fronts. 
  

1. Will you support a full, actionable housing needs assessment to be completed by 2020? 
1. Yes. 

  

https://www.aclu.org/issues/immigrants-rights


1. Will you fight for no cuts and full funding for the Department of Housing and Urban 
Development? 

1. Yes. 
  
  
9. Work 
  

1. How would you work to expand workers’ rights and the number of workers with high 
quality, family-sustaining jobs with benefits and the right to collective bargaining? 

1. I am committed to promote strong unions and the right to collectively bargain. 
The more union membership we have, the stronger they’ll become. I have said 
publicly multiple times that I will stand against any national right to work (for less) 
legislation and am proud to have been endorsed by over 10 unions or state 
councils, as well as the IL AFL-CIO. 

  
1. Do you support the establishment of a $15 minimum wage? Do you support the 

elimination of the tipped minimum wage? 
  

1. Yes 
  

1. Do you agree that we need a social insurance fund to ensure that every worker has 
access to adequate paid leave, with job security, to care for a new child or sick loved one 
or to address a serious illness?  If yes, what do you consider adequate leave and how 
would you expand access to family leave if elected? 

  
1. Yes 

  
1. Do you think workers both in the public and private sector have the right to unionize? 

Why or why not? 
  

1. Yes, Yes. The Davis-Bacon Act of 1931 and Related Acts is one of the major 
backbones of Organized Labor, requiring contractors and subcontractors to pay 
their employees prevailing wage on contracts that are federally funded or federal 
funding is assisting the project that costs $2,000 or more. Its importance has stood 
the test of time, due to the expertise that the Act and Related Acts brings to the 
project. When Davis-Bacon and Related Acts are not at the forefront, companies 
are more focused on recruiting the cheapest labor possible, which, in most cases is 
not the most highly skilled. Communities as a whole are better served because of 
Davis-Bacon and Related Acts. 

  
  
10. Consumer Protections 



 
1. Will you oppose proposed changes in the Military Lending Act (MLA) and support 

existing rulemaking by the Consumer Financial Protection Bureau curbing payday 
lending abuses? 

1. Yes 
  
 


