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ONE People's Campaign is an independent organization committed to winning racial, gender 

and economic justice. We accomplish this through year-round community engagement, 

advancing progressive policies, and strategizing together between Chicago, Central and 

Southern Illinois.  

 

In order to better inform our members about the candidates running for office, ONE People’s 

Campaign asks each candidate seeking endorsement to respond to the following questionnaire.  

Thank you for taking the time to complete this questionnaire.  For each of the questions below, 

please reference specific policy changes you will advance if elected.  Please feel free to use 

additional paper if necessary. 

 

 

Candidate Name:  __Jill Blair_____________________   Office:  __Illinois House 88th District____ 

 

Campaign Contact and Title: 

(Please specify the person we should contact with any questions concerning this questionnaire and to 

interview the candidate if necessary for our endorsement.) 

__Jill Blair_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address: __2604 Limestone Ct Normal, IL 61761____________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Phone:  (_309)_706-8156__________      Fax: ____________________________  

 

Email:___campaign@jillblair.com_____________________________________________________ 

 

Previous elected office(s), if any: 

__NA_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Candidate web page/Facebook/Twitter information etc.: _www.jillblair.com___/BlairForIllinois_____  

@Blair4Illinois________ 

 

Name of Campaign Manager (indicate “same” if same as Campaign Contact): 

__Alanna Wizieck____________________________________________________________________ 
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1.  Candidate Background and Priorities 

  

A. Briefly describe your top priorities and how you will make changes in real people’s lives if 

you are elected. 

 

My top priority is fair and stable funding for Illinois schools, colleges and universities. All 

Illinois kids deserve top notch education in safe, secure buildings with up-to-date 

learning materials. Similarly, I support the development of a funding formula for higher 

education institutions as well as stable MAP grants and other supports to make college 

affordable for lower income students.  

 

I also want to see stable funding for social services that support vulnerable populations 

including people with disabilities, senior citizens and individuals with substance abuse 

issues. I want to see increased wages for home health workers and personal aids so 

that seniors and individuals with disabilities can stay in their homes rather than move 

into nursing homes or other institutional settings. 

 

The best way we can accomplish the goals above would be to pass a progressive 

income tax. The fair tax would help to stabilize and eventually grow our state’s economy. 

 

B. Briefly tell us your story and describe why you are running for office. 

 

My background is in education, so when we went two years without a state budget and I 

saw what happened to schools, colleges and social services, I became very frustrated. 

My opponent has been in Springfield for twenty years and has run unopposed for the 

last 10. Because I feel very strongly that we need choices in order to have a functioning 

democracy and because I don’t see how we’ll get different results if we keep electing the 

same people, I decided to step forward to run. 

 

C. What do you think the role of government is or ought to be? 

 

I believe strongly that government can and should play a positive role in our lives. 

Government provides for the common good through public schools, public health and 

safety (including police, fire, and environmental protection), and infrastructure. 

Government should also provide a safety net for vulnerable populations such as 

individuals with disabilities, the sick, and the economically disadvantaged.  

 

D. We have provided a copy of our “People and Planet First Budget”.  Can you sign on to 

support this document? Are there any statements you disagree with?  Please identify 

them and explain briefly where the confusion or disagreement lies. How specifically will 

you advance these policies?  
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I support the People and Planet First Budget. I believe the top priority will be to pass the 

progressive income tax to enable us to accomplish the other goals of the PPF budget. 

 

E. ONE People’s Campaign believes our government must be by and for the people and 

we seek a close, collaborative relationship with every candidate we endorse.  Please 

describe specifically how you plan to directly involve your constituents and ONE 

People’s Campaign in governing if you are elected. 

 

My campaign has been grassroots. We are out knocking doors 3-5 days per week and I 

will talk with Democrats, Republicans, Independents and everyone in between to ensure 

I’m informed about my constituents’ concerns. I will continue this practice and be 

available and accessible to my constituents once elected. I will also seek input and 

expertise of One People’s Campaign and other organizations to ensure I’m as informed 

as possible about the issues facing our state. 

 

F. Why do you want ONE People’s Campaign’s endorsement? 

 

I respect One People’s grassroots approach, and the values and priorities of OPC 

closely reflect and align with my own. 

 

 

2. Core Values 

   

A. How will you advance racial and gender justice if you are elected? 

 

Representation is important. By winning, I will help to increase the number of women in 

the General Assembly. A diverse staff will be a priority for me once elected and I will 

strive to ensure those that work for me and advise me represent diverse populations. I 

will support legislation that advances equal pay for equal work and that brings harsh 

penalties for harassment and discrimination. 

 

B. How will you work to create an economy that puts people and planet before profits if you 

are elected? 

 

The implementation of a fair, progressive income tax is number one. Closing loopholes 

to ensure that millionaires, billionaires and corporations pay their fair share is also 

essential. A budget is a moral document that should reflect the values and priorities of 

the people, and I will do all I can to make that a reality. 
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C. Corporate profits and wealth inequality have reached historic highs.  How will you ensure 

that corporations and the wealthy pay their fair share? 

 

Again, I believe the fair, progressive income tax is key. Closing tax loopholes and 

implementing a LaSalle Street tax would also be a step in the right direction. 

 

D. Under what circumstances, if any, would you vote in favor of privatization and/or 

contracting out existing state services? 

 

I can’t think of any circumstance where I would support privatization. 

 

E. True democracy means that everyone has an equal voice, an equal vote and our 

government works to encourage voter participation, not suppress it.  How will you work 

to remove barriers to voting if elected?  Please specifically reference your positions on 

automatic registration, early voting, mail-in voting and voter ID requirements. 

 

I support automatic voter registration, early voting, and mail-in voting. I oppose voter ID 

requirements. I will also work to ensure that convicted felons who have served their time 

are informed of their right to vote. 

 

F. ONE People’s Campaign believes that elections should be won by ideas, not bought 

with shady contributions from big corporations and wealthy donors.  How will you work to 

ensure that money does not dominate elections? 

 

We need meaningful campaign finance reform, and I support publicly-funded campaigns. 

Until then, I will not accept corporate campaign donations. 

  

3.  Budget & Revenue 

 

A. Will you oppose any cuts to human services, education (K-12 and higher ed), pensions, 

and infrastructure in the next budget negotiations and fight for each of these areas to be 

fully-funded? 

 

Yes. 

 

B. Corporations avoid paying taxes through a number of loopholes in the Illinois tax code 

and everyday Illinoisans bear the taxpayer burden. Do you support closing these 

loopholes so that corporations pay their fair share? Specifically, do you support closing 

the Retailers' Discount loophole, which allows corporations to keep 1.75% of the sales 

tax they collect? And do you support closing the loophole that allows corporations to 

hide their money in offshore tax havens? 
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Yes. 

  

C. The Illinois tax structure is regressive, placing a heavier burden on low income and 

middle-class families. Will you support amending the Illinois constitution to allow for a 

progressive income tax that will generate additional revenue for the programs Illinoisans 

need, and alleviate the tax burden on working people, by requiring the rich to pay their 

fair share?  

 

Yes. 

 

D. Do you support the Lasalle St. tax, or financial transactions tax, which would place a 

small tax on the trading of financial assets such as stocks, bonds, and derivatives 

($1/contract fee on agricultural futures and $2/contract on all others), which would 

generate an estimated $10-20 billion dollars in revenue? 

 

Yes. 

 

4. Climate and the Environment 

 

A. What is your plan to support the transition to renewable energy? How will you ensure 

that working class people and people of color have a fair access to renewable energy 

and the green jobs it creates? 

 

I support the transition to green energy. However, I’ll admit that I am not an expert in this 

area. I would look to groups like OPC and the Sierra Club to help inform my positions on 

these issues.  

 

B. Will you support new Illinois clean energy legislation that includes job set-asides for low 

income and impacted communities, and specifically include downstate communities? 

 

Yes. 

 

C. Will you support a coal severance tax and oppose state tax subsidies for coal 

corporations? 

 

Again, I support the transition to renewable energy sources. I oppose subsidies for coal 

corporations. I need to know more about coal severance taxes and we need to be 

intentional and careful as we transition to clean energy to minimize negative impacts for 

Illinois regions that currently rely on the coal industry. Through job training and 

intentional transition, we should be able to stimulate economies in areas that currently 

rely on coal. 
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D. Do you support state legislation increasing property rights of those affected by fracking? 

 

I’m not entirely clear what this means. Generally, I oppose fracking and I think those who 

have been negatively impacted by fracking have courses of action to recoup financial 

losses they’ve experienced as a result of fracking in their area. 

 

E. Do you support fracking transparency as described in SB3174? (Transparency includes 

public disclosure of all chemicals used in the fracking process, as well as geographic 

disclosure of directional drilling)  

 

Yes. 

 

F. Do you support a ban on fracking in Illinois? 

 

Yes. 

 

 

5. Education 

 

A. Do you support free public higher education that includes undocumented students and 

students with past convictions, and that covers living expenses for low-income students?  

If so, what would you do to advance this idea in office? 

 

Yes, I support free access to higher education. Until we can increase state revenues, 

this will be difficult to accomplish. In the interim, we need to stabilize and increase 

funding for MAP grants. We need to support programs like the one recently announced 

by University of Illinois to offer tuition-free access for individuals with low and moderate 

income. Investment in students is the most important thing we can do to ensure a 

healthy economy. An educated, qualified workforce is essential for economic 

development. 

 

B. What measures would you support to eliminate or forgive student debt? 

 

This is more of a federal issue, but I do support forgiving student debt after a certain 

number of years. Student loan payments should be based on income level of the 

borrower and should be forgiven after 10 or 15 years.  

 

C. How would you address the increasing problem of separate and unequal schools in our 

K-12 education system? 
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For now, we need to focus on implementing the funding formula that passed last year. 

We need to ensure it’s fully implemented and monitor the outcomes. Based on the 

outcomes, we will likely need to tweak the formula, but I’m encouraged that the state has 

finally taken a step in the right direction. 

 

D. What is your plan to address the school-to-prison pipeline if elected? 

 

The implementation of a fair funding formula should create more positive opportunities 

for students in at-risk schools. We need to fund art, music and after-school programs to 

ensure students have a comprehensive education. We need to increase the number of 

counselors and psychologists in the schools to ensure students with family and mental 

health issues get the supports they need. We need to intentionally recruit people of color 

to become teachers and provide better diversity and inclusion training for all teachers. 

(And by “better,” I mean a thousand-fold better than single-day workshops and video 

trainings that boil down to “don’t be racist.”) We need criminal justice reform to ensure 

people of color are no longer disproportionately stopped, fined, arrested and 

incarcerated.  

 

E. Do you support the expansion of charter schools and voucher programs? If yes, how 

would you ensure that public schools remain fully funded and all schools that receive 

taxpayer dollars are transparent and accountable? If no, what will you do to stop the 

expansion of charters and vouchers. 

 

I do not support vouchers. State funds should not be used to fund religious education. I 

believe that a limited number of charter schools can be helpful in terms of innovation or 

for certain student populations that need something other than the traditional school. But 

charters must be approved by local school boards, must not come at a cost to public 

neighborhood schools, and must be subject to anti-discrimination regulations. 

 

F. Do you support the Community Schools Model of providing resources such as 

counselors and social workers, parenting supports and education, as well as food and 

health services to foster a culture of health and support for Illinois students?  

 

Yes. 

  

6.  Health Care 

  

A. Do you believe healthcare is a right for all people in our country, one that should be 

provided through a publicly-run and funded program that is accountable to the people? 

 

Yes. 
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B. How will you work to improve health care if elected? 

 

I’d like to see a public option in Illinois. I’d also support increased funding for mental 

health care because there is a black hole when it comes to mental health services. 

 

C. How will you work to address the opioid crisis if elected? 

 

We need to ensure emergency responders have access to overdose reversal drugs and 

increase availability of low/no-cost addiction treatment programs, including both short-

term rehabilitation programs as well a long-term counseling and support. We need to 

hold drug companies that created and promoted opioids financially accountable for the 

crisis. 

  

D. In our community, we know that access to mental healthcare can vary dependent on the 

identities a person holds. How will you prioritize and champion fully funded mental health 

services, and ensure equal access for people of color, women and LGBTQ people?  

 

At a minimum, mental health providers must be subject to non-discrimination legislation 

and state funds should not be given to providers operated by organizations that are anti-

LGBTQIA. I would need more guidance and input regarding any specific legislation that 

would ensure equal access to mental health services. 

 

7. Criminal Justice & Immigration 

 

A. How would you work to reduce incarceration and address systemic racism and violence 

within our criminal justice system including in policing and in the courts? 

 

See my answer above about the school-to-prison pipeline. Much of that answer applies 

here. As I support recruiting people of color into the teaching profession, we need to do 

the same for law enforcement and attorneys, judges, etc. And, again, we need true 

diversity and inclusion training that is woven into the culture of the criminal justice 

system (i.e. more than an annual one-day training). There need to be real and significant 

consequences for law enforcement officials that abuse their power. 

 

B. What steps are you willing to take to ensure that the communities of color who have 

borne the brunt of police violence and mass incarceration get investment to heal and 

rebuild? 
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We need more investment in economically-disadvantaged communities. One way to do 

this is ensuring that TIF districts are used as intended and that additional funds are 

provided to schools and colleges that may lose revenue as a result of TIFs. 

 

C. What are your core beliefs on immigration policy? How do you implement these core 

beliefs if elected? 

 

This is more a question for federal candidates, but I believe we need comprehensive 

immigration reform that provides reasonable pathways, in terms of cost and time, to both 

temporary and permanent immigration. I also believe we should not be using state and 

local resources to enforce federal law.  

 

D. Do you support policies aimed at protecting the immigrant community? What will you do 

to stand up for immigrants, documented or not, in our community? 

 

I support the TRUST Act and Welcoming Community ordinances. I believe 

undocumented children (DREAMers/DACA) should have access to in-state tuition and 

other state-supported services. 

  

E. Police misconduct issues across the state and country has cost countless lives and 

countless dollars. What will you do as a state lawmaker to reduce police misconduct 

across the state? There are obstacles to investigating police misconduct that stem from 

state laws. Will you commit to reducing obstacles to police reforms if obstacles are found 

in state and federal legislation? How will you champion / adopt police reforms? 

 

There need to be real and significant consequences for law enforcement officials who 

abuse their power.  

  

F. Civilian oversight and involvement are essential to building trust between police and 

community members. What will you do to advance police accountability and reform, and 

community policing? 

 

I support honest community policing as well as public oversight/review boards.   

 

8. Housing 

  

A. Our state is in dire need of more affordable housing. How will you ensure the Illinois 

Housing Development Authority (IHDA) is fully funded to meet the need for affordable 

housing, and what will you do to  ensure that IHDA prioritizes serve people most at-risk 

such as preserving SROs and other housing that is less than the market rate? 
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This is another area that I know needs reform. Housing costs are increasing at astronomical 

rates and low to middle income people are being priced out of quality housing. I need to 

learn more about specific legislative solutions to these issues. 

 

B. Do you support lifting the ban on rent control and implementing statewide rent regulation 

in Illinois?  

 

Again, I would need to do more research, but rent control/regulation seems reasonable. 

 

9. Work 

  

A. How would you work to expand workers rights and the number of workers with high 

quality, family-sustaining jobs with benefits and the right to collective bargaining? 

 

Support of unions and collective bargaining is important to me because my father 

worked a good union job that provided my middle-class upbringing and his current 

secure retirement. All workers, in both the private and public sectors, deserve access to 

collective bargaining. 

 

B. Do you support the establishment of a $15 minimum wage? Do you support the 

elimination of the tipped minimum wage? 

 

Yes to both. 

  

C. Do you think workers in the both the public and private sectors have the right to 

unionize? Why or why not? 

 

Yes. 

 

 

10. Consumer Protections 

 

A. Will you oppose proposed changes in the Military Lending Act (MLA) and support 

existing rulemaking by the Consumer Financial Protection Bureau curbing payday 

lending abuses? 

 

This is a federal question. 

 

B. Will you support a interest rate cap of 36% APR for car title lending? (Fair Lending Bill)? 

 

Yes. 


